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THE COMMON SERVICE 
“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church. It became the service commonly used by 

English-speaking Lutherans in America and appeared as “The Order of the Holy Communion” in The Lutheran Hymnal. The 

present revision may be used either with or without the sacrament. 

 

Opening Hymn ~ 221 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/221  

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 

to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 

am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/221


 

GLORY BE TO GOD 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 



M: Let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, 

love you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

 

 
FIRST LESSON    Isaiah 50:4-10 

 

The Lord GOD has given me  

    the tongue of those who are taught, 

that I may know how to sustain with a word 

    him who is weary. 

Morning by morning he awakens; 

    he awakens my ear 

    to hear as those who are taught. 
 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

    and I was not rebellious; 

    I turned not backward. 
 I gave my back to those who strike, 

    and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 

I hid not my face 

    from disgrace and spitting. 
 But the Lord GOD helps me; 

    therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

    and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
     He who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

    Let us stand up together. 

Who is my adversary? 

    Let him come near to me. 
 Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 

    who will declare me guilty? 

Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; 

    the moth will eat them up. 
 Who among you fears the LORD 

    and obeys the voice of his servant? 

Let him who walks in darkness 

    and has no light 

trust in the name of the LORD 

    and rely on his God. 

 

M:     The word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm of the Day ~ 116  

Women: Line 1 ~ Men: Line 2 

All: Refrain & Glory be to the Father 

 
Refrain 

I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of the living. 

 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;* 

he heard my cry for mercy. 

Because he turned his ear to me,* 

I will call on him as long as I live. 

The LORD is gracious and righteous;* 

when I was in great need, he saved me. 

Refrain 

For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,* 

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

How can I repay the LORD* 

for all his goodness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation* 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

SECOND LESSON  James 2:1-5,8-10,14-18 

 

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 

glory.  For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in 

shabby clothing also comes in,  and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, 

“You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at 

my feet,”  have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil 

thoughts?  Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in 

faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 



If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself,” you are doing well.  But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the 

law as transgressors.  For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of 

it. 

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that 

faith save him?  If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food,  and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what 

good is that?  So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your 

works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

 

M:     The word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

Alleluia.  Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and 

the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia.  (Romans 15:4 cf. NIV) 

 

 

GOSPEL   Mark 8:27-38 
 

M: The Gospel according to Mark chapter 7, beginning at the 31st verse.  

 

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”  And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others 

say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.”  And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 

answered him, “You are the Christ.”  And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 

elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.  And he said 

this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning and seeing his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, 

but on the things of man.” 

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, 

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man 

to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever 

is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man 

also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

 

 

 



 M:     The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ 453 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke 
https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/453  

 

Sermon:  JAMES 2:1-5,8-10,14-18 

Theme:  FAITH IS REVEALED BY WORDS AND ACTIONS. 

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/453


 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

INTERCESSIONS  
Intercessions that are requested prior to the bulletin’s printing will be included in the 
bulletin.  Requests may be made prior to the service as well. 
➢  For Pastor Gregory Gibbons who had surgery (9/15) and is recovering at home. 
➢  For the family of Lois Mowers, mother of Brian Mowers, who was called to eternal rest (9/14) 
  
 In our prayers.... 
While we offer up prayers for specific requests in our services, petitions and intercessions can be 
offered up throughout the week for continued concerns.  Please continue to remember these in your 
prayers: 
➢ For Jon Rumics, son of David & Diane Rumics, who is undergoing chemo treatments again 
➢ For Harold Boehler, father of Caitlin, Caleb Schroeder’s girlfriend, undergoing treatments for 
cancer 

  
LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 



M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Sanctus 

 



M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN ~ 465 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/465   

 

 

 

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/465


SONG OF SIMEON 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

or 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to 

share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in 

this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds 

by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 



M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

Closing Hymn ~ 347 Jesus! and Shall It Ever Be 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/347  

 
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

All hymns, music, Psalms, and other parts of the service are reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net, license # A-728797.  

All readings are from the English Standard Version’ 

 

       

 

Preacher & Celebrant  Thomas E. Schroeder 

Organist    Jeanette Schneider 

 
Worship Tidbit for the 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Hymns – The Lyrics  Why do we sing some hymns and not others?  While there are thousands of 

hymns to choose from, the most important criteria for any hymn is that it proclaims God’s word 

accurately and that it focuses on Christ’s work of redemption.  Hymns that focus on us are faulty, because 

we are not the foundation of our faith.  The best hymns preach Christ, repeating what he has done to 

redeem sinners.  Specific references to Father, Son, or Holy Spirit are better than vague references to 

“God.”  In this way, we not only sing God’s praises by proclaiming his grace, but we make confession, 

teach, admonish, and comfort one another with God’s word. 
 

Usher Schedule 
Sept. 19th: Rob Skrycki, Dan Rauchholz, FB Live: Dan Rauchholz 
Sept. 26th:  Dan LeFevre, Stuart Rose, FB Live: Stuart Rose 
Oct. 3rd: Dan Schneider, Nathanael Schroeder, FB Live: Nathanael Schroeder 
 
 
SCHEDULE 

Divine Service is Sundays at 10:00 AM, in person and on Facebook Live. 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class are Sundays at 8:45 AM 

 
OFFICE HOURS 
Regular office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 AM - Noon.  To ensure the pastor’s availability, it is 
best to make an appointment.  He is available by phone or text (248-719-5218).  You may also email 
(welsnovi@aol.com), but the response may be slower. 

 

       

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/347
mailto:welsnovi@aol.com


THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD 

 Sunday (9/19)              Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 
                                     Divine Service – In person and Facebook Live at 10:00 AM 

                                     Long-Range Planning Meeting – 11:15 AM 
Monday                        Catechism Class – 4:00-5:30 PM 
                                     Bible Information Class – 7:00-8:30 PM 

Wednesday                  Chapel at Farmington Hills Inn – 1:30 PM 
                                     Chapel at American House (West Bloomfield) – 2:30 PM 

                                     Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 
Thursday                      Chapel at Pomeroy Living (Northville) – 10:30 AM 
 
 
 
 LONG-RANGE PLANNING MEETING 

        On Sunday, September 19 after church, we will have our monthly Long-Range Planning 
meeting.  The main focus is to determine a vision for what we want our congregation to look like in three 
years, five years, and/or ten years.  Once we have a goal in mind, we can take the steps necessary to get 
there.  The steps will be delegated to the committees we have.  All are welcomed and encouraged to be a 
part of the Long-Range Planning meeting and the committees that will follow up to see that our plans 
are put to work.  Planning great things only goes so far.  We need our members committed to doing them 
and praying that God will bless them.  If you have question about the Long-Range Planning committee, 
please speak to Rob Skrycki. 
 
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE MEETING 
          In order to make the most of opportunities to proclaim the Gospel in our community, we need to 
budget our expenses and our time.  We will be meeting to determine our plans and to pray that God will 
bless them.  Our next Evangelism Committee meeting will be Sunday, September 26 at 11:15 AM.  All 
members are encouraged to participate in our Evangelism efforts, whether on the committee or not.  But 
we do need people who are willing to be on the committee to plan. 
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 
          Our next Stewardship Committee meeting will be Sunday, September 26 at 11:15 AM.  The main 
purpose of our Stewardship Committee right now is to coordinate events to foster the bonds of 
fellowship among our members and to serve our community as well.  While we can come up with ideas, 
it is important that congregation is on board with these ideas to make them beneficial for us and for 
others.  In other words, we need your participation to make these events go well.  Got an idea?  Willing 
to make some phone calls?  Want to see our congregation more energetic and vibrant?  Then you can 
help.  Join us on Sunday, September 26 after church. 
 
Bible Matters is a topical discussion group that enables God’s people to become more comfortable in 
discussing matters of the Christian faith and more confident in defending the Bible’s teachings.  We 
encourage open dialogue and welcome bold questions.  All are welcome to consider how God’s word 
addresses various topics. 
            Topics for upcoming sessions are: 

Sept 15            How can Christians dismiss evolution as the origin of all things? 
Sept 22            What does it mean to be a man or a woman? 
Sept 29            How do we measure a person’s worth? 

Bible Matters meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.  
If you want to join us on Zoom, contact the pastor to get links.  NOTE: Zoom viewers may likely 

be delegated to listening as Zoom is not a great format for participating with the group meeting in 
person. 

 



TRUNK OR TREAT 
We are hoping to have our annual Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 17 from 3:00-5:00 PM (the time 
may be altered; stay tuned).  In order to be assured that we will provide an enjoyable experience for the 
guests who might come to us, we need to know who would be willing and able to decorate their cars and 
be here for the Trunk or Treat.  As of this writing, are you able to be here?  If so, please speak to Pastor 
Schroeder at your earliest convenience.  We should have at least eight vehicles; more are better. 
 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD 40TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK 

A pictorial retrospective of Good Shepherd has been produced and is at church.  You are 
welcome to look through it.  While there are many photos, there is also a lot of information about the 
history of the congregation.  So, if you look at it, you will probably not be able to read through all the 
articles.  The copy at church will be placed in Good Shepherd’s library, but you may want your own 
copy.  We will contact Shutterfly to see what kind of discounted rate we can get for a bulk order.  We will 
see how many are interested in a copy, understanding that you may change your mind if the cost ends 
up being too high.  We will take orders (expressing interest only) in September. 
 

 

 
 

WINDOWS AND SIDING – Update through the end of August 
Our congregation signed a contract with Kerns Brothers to replace the windows and siding on 

the church.  The total cost of the project is about $62,500, and through August our generous offerings 
have raised $44,870 for the project.  With $7,192 designated from the Alice Laho Trust, the total 
available funds now stand at $52,062.  That leaves us with $10,438 needed to completely fund the 
project.  Your generous contributions are greatly appreciated and demonstrate that God’s house is 
precious to us.  

Kerns Brothers have indicated that the windows should be replaced sometime in October.  Due 
to a shortage in supplies and in labor, they have not been able to project a start date for the siding.  It 
will be sometime in 2022. 
 

CONCERNING PASTORAL CARE 
        Besides Facebook Live and YouTube, you can find the pastor's sermons archived on this blog.  You 
can use the search bar to find a particular date, day of the Church Year, or Scripture reference. 
        Pastor Schroeder will be available for private devotions, Holy Absolution, and Holy Communion to 
members in small groups or to individuals.  You may call to set up an appointment at any time.  Visits by 
appointment can be done either at church or at your home. 
        If you want to ask for intercessions for loved ones, we will certainly remember them in our prayers, 
too.  If your loved one has no pastor, ask if they would like Pastor Schroeder to visit them. 
 



Peace Lutheran School (Livonia) -- Help Needed for Afterschool Care 
The good news is that Peace has been blessed with an aid for their preschool.  However, they still have need 
for an aid for afterschool care.  This is a paid position, starting at $13.00 per hour, five days a week, from 
Noon until 5:30 PM.  The only educational requirement is a high school diploma, but the aid will need to 
become qualified to administer CPR and meet other state requirements, including passing a background 
check.  Interested parties should contact Pastor Kieta (313) 506-2346, Board of Education chairman Eric Ruth 
(734) 637-2683 or preschool director Rachel Jacobsen (989) 971-8998.  
 
Northwestern Publishing House Leadership Opportunity 

Northwestern Publishing House (NPH) connects people with God’s Word through the publishing and 
sales of trustworthy Christian books and gifts.  NPH is currently seeking an experienced business leader to 
serve as its President.  This is a full-time, salaried position located at NPH’s office in the WELS Center for Mission 
and Ministry in Waukesha, WI. If you would like more information or are interested in being considered for 
this position, please visit nph.net/join-our-team or call Bill Ziche at 414-615-5578 
 

 BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED 

One or two men who are members of good standing are needed to fill various board positions.  These include: 
1)               The Redford Pregnancy Care Center meets six times a year to oversee the care of pregnant 
women or at-need mothers, and the maintenance of our building.  For more information, please contact Jay 
Kempf at jay.kempf@thrivent.com. 
2)         Cristo Palabra de Vida is our Hispanic mission in the Springwells neighborhood of Detroit.  This 
board has the general oversight of the mission including finances, property maintenance and repairs, and the 
overall mission of the congregation.  We meet four times a year.  The ability to speak Spanish is not necessary 
to serve on this board.  For more information, please contact Pastor Schroeder (welsnovi@aol.com) or Pastor 
Kolander (kolander.ryan@gmail.com). 
 
NOTE FROM MICHIGAN LUTHERAN SEMINARY (MLS) - HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 

MLS is looking for host families for some new international students - four Chinese and two German. 
The program works similar to inviting a child’s friends over. Although simple, the international students 
appreciate feeling like part of a family and getting into a family setting once or twice a month. Also, it gives 
them a “family” to spend longer breaks like Christmas and Easter holidays with.     

The benefits of hosting are life-long. It is a simple way to serve our Lord with time and talents. The 
international students get to know what life is like in a Christian, American family.  The host families get to 
know a different culture. The relationships are often long-lasting. Students have returned for visits even after 
leaving MLS. Host parents also have visited their international “children”. To help cover the costs of hosting, 
host families will receive $500 per international student. 

Would your family be interested in hosting an international student? Are you interested, but have a 
number of questions? Feel free to call Mrs. Cassandra Moore at (810) 814-2993.  She is currently a host family 
and can tell you what being a host family means. 

If you are interested, please contact Prof. Andrew Naumann (atn@mlsem.org) or Dean Melissa LaBair 
(mjl@mlsem.org). 
 
PALABRA DE VIDA AND OUTREACH IN DETROIT 

On September 26th, Palabra de Vida will hold an outdoor service event called "Celebration Sunday" 
at 11:30 am—a bilingual service with a meal, games, and music to follow.  The goal is to invite the entire 
neighborhood, and your help is needed to reach as many as possible so that the Gospel can be heard by as 
many as possible.  
            A group of Christians from Lansing will come down on Friday and Saturday (24th-25th) to help spread 
out flyers.  We want to enlist people from our area WELS congregations to come and help us get the word out 
to the neighborhood, even if just for Saturday.  It would be a great way to get more people involved at the 
mission and to get excited about the work God is doing in Detroit!  
            For more information, contact Pastor Ryan Kolander at kolander.ryan@gmail.com.  Please inform 
Pastor Kolander of your interest by September 15 so he can plan accordingly. 
 
 

https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/suite
mailto:welsnovi@aol.com
mailto:atn@mlsem.org
mailto:mjl@mlsem.org
mailto:kolander.ryan@gmail.com


NOTES from Huron Valley Lutheran High School (HVL) 
Join HVL’s Mailing List - Go to HVLHS.org and click on “Sign up for Newsletter” or call or email the 
school office at mail@hvlhs.org to be added. 
  
HVL Golf Classic 
A big thank you goes to all the participants and sponsors for the annual HVL Golf Classic.   This is the 
annual fundraiser for the athletic department at HVL. This year we had 80 golfers and raised over 
$10,000. Thanks again for the tremendous support! 
  
HVL Enrollment Update 
HVL was excited to open its doors for the 47th school year under the theme “Rejoice in the Lord, 
always.”   Our enrollment for this year is 61 students which includes 7 international students. We thank 
God for the blessing of being face to face to start off another school year and are rejoicing in the 
promises of eternal joy for all those in Christ. 
  
International Host Families 
HVL may have the possibility of enrolling additional international students still for this year. If you or 
someone you know is interested in learning more about hosting an international student this would be a 
great opportunity to try it out. Call the school office for more information. 

New HVL Teacher 
We welcome Mr. Wade Shult to the HVL family.  Mr. Shult graduated from MLC this past May with a 
degree in secondary mathematics. Mr. Shult is teaching upper level math, physical education, and is the 
head soccer coach. We are excited to have Mr. Shult and his wife Leah as part of the HVL family. 
  
SHUT-INS - Please remember our shut-ins in your thoughts and prayers. 

Sylvia Campbell   1745 Wickhamn    Royal Oak, MI  48073 

Jim Hobley    6950 Farmington Road   West Bloomfield, MI  48322 

Margaretha Lester  935 Union Lake Road Apt. 218  White Lake Twp., MI  48386 

Elaine Patton        42600 Cherry Hill Road, Rm. 115   Canton, MI   48188 
Mary Zuehlke   29451 Halsted Road Apt. 118  Farmington Hills, MI  48331 

 
WELS RADIO HOUR broadcasts 10:30-11:30 AM, Sundays, out of Lola Park Evangelical Lutheran Church of Redford. It airs 

on WLQV, AM 1500 and 92.7 FM. It is also simulcast on faithtalkdetroit.com and can be heard on the faithtalkdetroit phone app.  

 

WELS CHURCH LOCATOR - If you are traveling out of town or on vacation, you can visit www.wels.net and click Find a 

Church/School at the top of the page, to find a WELS Church near you. 

 

 
EDUCATION 

We encourage our members to utilize opportunities for Christian education, grounded in the Evangelical-Lutheran 

faith.  While we do not own and operate a school on our property, we are able to enroll our children at the following 

schools. 

 

St. Peter Lutheran School      St. Paul Lutheran School  Huron Valley Lutheran High School 

(Pre-K only)    (Pre-K through 8th grade)   (9th grade thru 12th grade) 

1343 Penniman Avenue   17810 Farmington Road   33740 Cowan Road 

Plymouth, MI   48170  Livonia, MI   48152   Westland, MI   48185 

(734) 421-9022    (734) 453-0460    (734) 525-0160 

www.splp.org   www.stpaulslivonia.org   www.hvlhs.org 

Becky Lohrmann, teacher   Mr. Paul Leifer, principal     Mr. Matt Foley, principal 

 

 

Equipping members for personal witness 

http://hvlhs.org/
mailto:mail@hvlhs.org
http://www.wels.net/
http://www.splp.org/
http://www.stpaulslivonia.org/
http://www.hvlhs.org/


Personal witnessing has always been important. But in our increasingly unchurched culture, it is more 

important than ever. In his book, You Found Me, author Rick Richardson reports that when unchurched people 

were asked “How effective would invitations to church be through the following methods?” 51% said an invite 

from friends would be very effective. Compare this to just 29% for an online video invite and 18% from a 

Facebook ad. In a survey conducted by the Barna Group in 2019, unchurched people were asked how they 

would like to explore faith. 30% said a casual one-on-one conversation was preferred–the highest percentage 

of any method. Compare this to just 5% who would prefer a tract and 7% who would prefer to explore faith via 

video. These findings only confirm what we likely already know by intuition and experience–personal 

witnessing is the most important form of evangelism we need to be doing. 

The WELS Commission on Evangelism is dedicated to helping WELS members be more active and 

prepared to be personal witnesses of Jesus Christ. 

To this end, the Commission is releasing two new resources–Everyone Outreach and Let’s Go. 

Everyone Outreach is a culture-shaping program designed to help congregations build cultures of 

outreach so that it isn’t just something the pastor or evangelism committee does. It is what every member and 

every ministry is doing. The program consists of a two-day workshop hosted by the congregation where 

members discover how their current thought habits may be keeping them from participating in outreach. 

Following the workshop, resources are provided to assist members in creating new thought habits that will 

result in more outreach efforts. 

Let’s Go provides video-based personal witness training. It consists of seven lessons in which 

Christians are taught a simple, three-part process for sharing their faith—Love the unchurched people God has 

brought into their lives; Listen carefully to their cares, concerns, and questions; and Lead them to the gospel so 

that the Holy Spirit can change their hearts and lives. The lessons can be used in a large- or small-group Bible 

study setting or by an individual Christian. 

In other words, the goal of Everyone Outreach is to create an aspiration for personal witnessing and 

the goal of Let’s Go is to create an affinity for personal witnessing. 

You can learn more about Everyone Outreach at everyoneoutreach.com. 

You can find the Let’s Go resources at welscongregationalservices.net/lets-go/.  
 

 

A LOOK AT THE UPCOMING SCHEDULE 

  
SEPTEMBER                        Note: All dates are subject to review.   
19        Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

19        Divine Service – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 
19        Long-Range Planning Meeting – 11:15 AM 

20        Catechism Class – 4:00-5:30 PM 
20        Bible Information Class – 7:00-8:30 PM 

21        Church Council – 7:00 PM 

22        Chapel at Farmington Hills Inn – 1:30 PM 
22        Chapel at American House (West Bloomfield) – 2:30 PM 

22        Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 

23        Chapel at Pomeroy Living (Northville) – 10:30 AM 
26        Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

26        Divine Service – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 
26        Evangelism and Stewardship Committee Meetings – 11:15 AM 

27        Pastors’ Conference at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor 
27        NO Catechism Class 

27        NO Bible Information Class 

28        Pastors’ Conference at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor 
29        Chapel at Farmington Hills Inn – 1:30 PM 

29        Chapel at American House (West Bloomfield) – 2:30 PM 

29        Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 
30        Chapel at Pomeroy Living (Northville) – 10:30 AM 
 

https://u2735450.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=NbfoMkUCuObsUzbEbtvyWxjm47YJXZyyjNpqQocLNC6G-2FVa4v5wUeZCaeNT8MacgkBXO_p-2FnuAYwuxmkq3JVYcCpTx7GUEhHVDqYoyRkdF-2BIBVDTNqbpm97qcZE7fR1Y6-2F1bjIUc4x9riFCHVo79lQ3KQywriEkxoHKNxphmXGslCKbDsL-2FepXcKkb0C9i5BZINbwydDQHek6Ie-2FXeaHR4ZF9atVFpb2BDykmzT2VNsBoLKTmXrQXuYURi6lJj7f4l646XkM9tbtynNsSJqNd1bBuba6zYqGi7KkK9uPtAWRlEtZU6n0JhiX4t0kuzmig57nM
https://u2735450.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=NbfoMkUCuObsUzbEbtvyWyhALQrhq71ZByBI1K6Ij3nv8Dlixead-2BeaKdbxXga3DPxGuj-2F87EhPV90kiAAtstA-3D-3DNB60_p-2FnuAYwuxmkq3JVYcCpTx7GUEhHVDqYoyRkdF-2BIBVDTNqbpm97qcZE7fR1Y6-2F1bjNsquuBZT48K8gOcorvvKcxwuqkd9rP7xjKA4-2BzXTSsuQxtLYDIJuEaEl4d0xWj1kmL2Fvq00Sm0xm-2BYoyaPw02NzEetb6U82WRt7UoCA1j-2FIDKQ2hggqUREl-2BfMZTIuySjsOaM6Tf8SUUUt1PMgo4C2sEWjQ84xIt3h5mzkLkZojD9FyOIqAXbQ59gzOauwR


OCTOBER                Note: All dates are subject to review.   
3          Divine Service – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 

3          Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting – 11:15 AM 

4          Catechism Class – 4:00-5:30 PM 
4          Bible Information Class – 7:00-8:30 PM 

6          Chapel at Farmington Hills Inn – 1:30 PM 

6          Chapel at American House (West Bloomfield) – 2:30 PM 

6          Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 
7          Chapel at Pomeroy Living (Northville) – 10:30 AM 

10        Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

10        Divine Service (MLC Sunday) – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 
10        MLC presentation – 11:15 AM 

11        Pastors’ Circuit Meeting at HVL – 9:30 AM – Noon 

11        Catechism Class – 4:00-5:30 PM 
11        Bible Information Class – 7:00-8:30 PM 

13        Chapel at Farmington Hills Inn – 1:30 PM 

13        Chapel at American House (West Bloomfield) – 2:30 PM 

13        Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 
14        Chapel at Pomeroy Living (Northville) – 10:30 AM 

17        Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

17        Divine Service – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 
17        Long-Range Planning Meeting – 11:15 AM 

17        Trunk or Treat – 3:00-5:00 PM 

18        Catechism Class – 4:00-5:30 PM 
18        Bible Information Class – 7:00-8:30 PM 

19        Church Council – 7:00 PM 

20        Chapel at Farmington Hills Inn – 1:30 PM 

20        Chapel at American House (West Bloomfield) – 2:30 PM 
20        Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 

21        Chapel at Pomeroy Living (Northville) – 10:30 AM 

22        Chapel at St. Paul’s, Livonia – 8:15 AM 
24        Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

24        Divine Service – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 
24        Elders’ Meetings – 11:15 AM 
24        Octoberfest at Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Westland – 

5:00 PM – Vespers 

5:30 PM – Brautwurst dinner 
6:30 PM – Luther Lecture 

25        Catechism Class – 4:00-5:30 PM 

25        Bible Information Class – 7:00-8:30 PM 

27        Chapel at Farmington Hills Inn – 1:30 PM 
27        Chapel at American House (West Bloomfield) – 2:30 PM 

27        Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 

28        Chapel at Pomeroy Living (Northville) – 10:30 AM 
31        Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

31        Divine Service – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 
 


