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Lifting up his hands he blessed them.  While he blessed them, he parted from them and was 

carried up into heaven. (Luke 24:50-51) 

 
The Ascension of our Lord (transferred) 

 

       
 

AD 2021, May 16  
 

 

Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church 

41415 W. Nine Mile Road 

Novi, Michigan   48375-4306 

(248) 349-0565             www.GoodShepherdNovi.org 

Good Shepherd is a member of the WELS (www.wels.net) 

 

http://www.goodshepherdnovi.org/
http://www.wels.net/


SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

WORSHIP NOTE: THE PASCHAL CANDLE 

            Since the 5th century, the Paschal Candle has been used in the Church from Easter Sunday to Ascension 

Day.  The Paschal Candle is lit for all worship services, during these forty days, as a symbol of the Resurrection.  

The rest of the year, the candle stands beside the Baptismal Font.  The Paschal Candle is lit for each baptism, and 

placed by the casket of each burial, reminding us we are baptized and buried into Christ our Risen Lord.  Paschal 

means “pertaining to the Passover,” or in the Christian Church, “Easter.” 
 

OPENING HYMN ~ 175 Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/175  

 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us 

acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve 

your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 

our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O 

Lord. 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm 

against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care: 

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/175


M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

O LORD, OUR LORD 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s 

right hand you rule the nations.  Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at 

your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

FIRST LESSON  Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,  until 

the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen.  He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me;  for John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?”  He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has 

fixed by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth.”  And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight.  And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 

stood by them in white robes,  and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 

This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 

 
M:     The word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 47 (page 85 in unison) 

 

 
 



Psalm 47 
 

Refrain 

Let the people praise you, O God. Let all the people praise you. 

 

Clap your hands, all you nations;* 

shout to God with cries of joy. 

 

How awesome is the LORD Most High,* 

the great King over all the earth! 

 

God reigns over the nations;* 

God is seated on his holy throne. 

 

Refrain 

 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,* 

the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 

 

Sing praises to God, sing praises;* 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

 

For God is the King of all the earth;* 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used 

by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 



SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 1:16-23 

 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,  that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of him,  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope 

to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,  and what is 

the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his 

great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 

above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all 

things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the 

fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

M:     The word of the Lord. 
C:      Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia.  Surely I will be with 

you always, to the very end of the age.  Alleluia. (Matthew 28:20b cf. NIV) 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTE: THE PASCHAL CANDLE ON ASCENSION DAY 

            On Ascension Day, the candle will be removed from the chapel during the Gospel lesson 

to signify Jesus’ departure from this world in his physical form.  The Paschal Candle, while 

removed, is not extinguished; for Jesus Christ, while removed from our eyes, does not abandon 

us.  He is with us always, to the very end of the age. 

  
 

 



GOSPEL  Luke 24:44-53 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.”  Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,  and said to them, “Thus it is 

written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,  and that repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father 

upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  

And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them.  While he 

blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.  And they worshiped him 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,  and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

M:     The word of the Lord. 
 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   

Hymn 341 ~ Crown Him with Many Crowns 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/341 

         
M: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Sermon:  PSALM 47 

Theme:  GOD HAS ASCENDED WITH A JOYFUL SHOUT. 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/


On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ASCENSION 

M:       Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power, and glory 

and now reign as eternal King of kings and Lord of lords. 

C:        We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. 

M:       O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel message of 

God’s love for all the world. 

C:        Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and success to our efforts. 

M:       O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children and 

heirs.  Defend us against Satan’s every accusation.  Ask for the Father’s rich blessings in our 

everyday lives. 

C:        Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf. 

 M:       O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations that they may serve the 

best interest of your Church. 

C:        You are our Lord, Master, and King. 

  

Intercessions that are requested prior to the bulletin’s printing will be included in the bulletin.  

Requests may be made prior to the service as well. 

➢ For the teacher graduates of Martin Luther College who have been assigned to their fields 

of labor 

➢ Thanksgiving for Julianne Lister, step-sister of Lisa Haase, for a successful surgery 

➢ For Rick Haase, father of Paul Haase, undergoing bypass surgery this week 

 

In our prayers.... 

While we offer up prayers for specific requests in our services, petitions and intercessions can be 

offered up throughout the week for continued concerns.  Please continue to remember these in 

your prayers: 

➢ For Lisa D’Andria, former student of Linda Larson who has muscular dystrophy and has 

also been diagnosed with breast cancer 

➢ For Jon Rumics, son of David & Diane Rumics, who is undergoing chemo treatments 

again 

➢ For the family of Martin Johnson, former member (Diane, his wife, and Kjell, his son) 

who was called to eternal rest a few weeks ago. 



  

M:       Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

                Silent prayer. 

M:       As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift our eyes daily to look for 

your coming again in glory. 

C:        Lord Jesus, come quickly.  Amen. 

 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms and 

placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.  Now have come the salvation and the 

power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne 

and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Sanctus . 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

Agnus Dei 

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

HYMN 171 ~ A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/171  

 

THANK THE LORD 

During Lent the first stanza of “O Lord, We Praise You,” Hymn 317, may be sung in place of THANK THE LORD. 

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/


M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the 

world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who 

have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and 

holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

 

 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN   

Hymn 173 ~ On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/173    

       

 

Preacher & Celebrant  Pastor Thomas E. Schroeder 

Organist     Mackenzie Zabel 

 

Scripture is taken from the English Standard Version, 2002 from © Crossway. 
The Service: From Christian Worship © 1993. Northwestern Publishing House 

Artwork: © 2004, Higher Things, Inc. Ecclesiastical Art by Ed Riojas 

All hymns, music, Psalms,  and other parts of the service are reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net, license # A-728797.  

All readings are from the English Standard Version 

 
Worship Tidbit for the Ascension of our Lord  

The Liturgy of the Sacrament – Why do we keep the elements covered?  First of all, there is the practical reason 

– it keeps the flies off.  There is a theological reason as well.  On Ascension Day , we celebrate our Savior’s return to the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty.  Jesus had appeared to his apostles for 40 days following his resurrection.  His 

physical ascension into heaven showed them that he would not appear to them again physically until Judgment Day.  We 

also know that Jesus will not appear to us physically until Judgment Day.  He does, however, come to us weekly in the 

Lord’s Supper.  We keep the elements veiled on the altar until we consecrate them for the Sacrament.  At that time, they 

are unveiled so that the Risen Christ may appear to us again in bread and wine.  Following the Sacrament, the elements are 

covered again until the next time we commune when our Savior again appears to us.   

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CWLH1993/


THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

 Sunday (5/16)   Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

                        Divine Service (Ascension Day, transferred) – In person and Facebook Live at 10:00 

AM 

                             Long-Range Planning meeting – 11:15 AM 

                             HVL Conference of Congregations – 2:00 PM 

Wednesday          Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 

   

Sunday (5/23)      Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

                             Divine Service (Pentecost) – In person and Facebook Live at 10:00 AM 

                             Ice Cream Social – 11:15 AM (?) 

                             Pastor Jim Hoff retirement at St. Paul’s, Livonia – 11:30 AM 

Wednesday Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 
 

 

LONG-RANGE PLANNING MEETING 

        On Sunday, May 16 after church, we will have our monthly Long-Range Planning meeting.  The 

main focus is to determine a vision for what we want our congregation to look like in three years, five 

years, and/or ten years.  Once we have a goal in mind, we can take the steps necessary to get there.  The 

steps will be delegated to the committees we have.  All are welcomed and encouraged to be a part of the 

Long-Range Planning meeting and the committees that will follow up to see that our plans are put to 

work.  Planning great things only goes so far.  We need our members committed to doing them and 

praying that God will bless them.  If you have question about the Long-Range Planning committee, please 

speak to Rob Skrycki. 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULE 

Divine Service is Sundays at 10:00 AM, in person and on Facebook Live. 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class is on Sunday at 8:45 AM. 

Bible Matters is on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.   

 

OFFICE HOURS – Monday – Thursday (9:00 AM - Noon) 

The pastor will be in his office unless a meeting has been scheduled elsewhere (consult the weekly 

schedule).  The pastor is also available by appointment.  Call or text (248-719-5218).  You may also 

email (welsnovi@aol.com), but the response may be slower. 

 

 Bible Matters is a topical discussion group that enables God’s people to become more comfortable in 

discussing matters of the Christian faith and more confident in defending the Bible’s teachings.  We 

encourage open dialogue and welcome bold questions.  All are welcome to consider how God’s word 

addresses various topics. 

            Topics for our spring sessions are: 

May 19            Is there value to “thoughts and prayers”? 

May 26            How do God and religion really help you get through tough times? 

Bible Matters meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.  

If you want to join us on Zoom, contact the pastor to get links.  NOTE: Zoom viewers may likely 

be delegated to listening as Zoom is not a great format for participating with the group meeting in person. 

 
 

 

 

mailto:welsnovi@aol.com


WINDOWS AND SIDING UPDATE 

Our congregation recently signed a contract with Kerns Brothers to replace the windows and siding on the 

church.  The total cost of the project is $62,500, and to date our generous offerings have raised $26,500 

for the project.  While our church council has applied for a $36,000 loan through Lutheran Association 

for Church Extension (LACE), it remains our goal to encourage gifts to limit the amount of debt we incur 

for the project.  Your thoughtful consideration for a gift toward this project is appreciated. 
 
CONCERNING PASTORAL CARE 

        Besides Facebook Live and YouTube, you can find the pastor's sermons archived on this blog.  You can use the 

search bar to find a particular date, day of the Church Year, or Scripture reference. 

        Pastor Schroeder will be available for private devotions, Holy Absolution, and Holy Communion to members 

in small groups or to individuals.  You may call to set up an appointment at any time.  Visits by appointment can be 

done either at church or at your home. 

        If you want to ask for intercessions for loved ones, we will certainly remember them in our prayers, too.  If 

your loved one has no pastor, ask if they would like Pastor Schroeder to visit them.   

 

A LOOK AT THE UPCOMING SCHEDULE 

MAY               Note: All dates are subject to review.   

16        Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

16        Divine Service (Ascension Day, transferred) – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 

16        Long-Range Planning Committee meeting – 11:20 AM 

16        HVL Conference of Congregations – 2:00 PM 

18        Church Council – 7:00 PM 

19        Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 

21        Redford Pregnancy Care Center Bible Study via Zoom – 10:00 AM 

23        Sunday School & Adult Bible Class – 8:45 AM 

23        Divine Service (Pentecost) – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 

23        Ice Cream Social – 11:15 AM 

26        Bible Matters – 7:00 PM 

30        Divine Service (Holy Trinity) – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 

   

JUNE              Note: All dates are subject to review.   

6          Examination of Catechumen – 9:00 AM 

6          Divine Service (Rite of Confirmation) – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 

7-10     Pastor/Teacher Convention at Bowling Green University 

13        Divine Service – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 

13        VBS Prep Meeting – 11:15 AM 

20        Divine Service – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 

20        Long-Range Planning Meeting – 11:15 AM 

27        Divine Service – 10:00 AM (also on Facebook Live) 

  
 

 



ADULT BIBLE CLASS – NEW SERIES 

“ELEPHANTS IN THE ROOM” – Evolution vs. The Words of Scripture 

One of the great wars being waged against the Christian faith today is done by attacking the biblical 

teaching of creation.  Many within the Church have tried to find a compromise between creation and science 

(evolution) called theistic evolution.  This Bible study compares scriptural teaching with theistic evolution and 

shows that theistic evolution ends up compromising, not just biblical creation but all the major teachings of 

Scripture: the nature of God’s original perfect creation, the origin and perfect nature of the first humans, the 

fall into sin, sin’s curse on creation, God’s plan of salvation for sinners, the saving work of Jesus Christ, and 

the source of “right and wrong.” 

Each lesson begins with a study of Scripture and then compares that with the teachings of theistic 

evolutionists presented in their own words. 

 
Christian Leadership Online Conference 

The Christian Leadership Experience is a community of faithful Christians saved by grace who long for serving God in all 

areas: spiritual, personal and professional.  Their online conferences are perfect for anyone seeking to grow as a Christian 

leader at home, at work, and in their community.  Their next online conference will take place on Friday, June 11.  Check 

out their website to register or for more details. www.christlead.com 

  

 MLS SUMMER CAMPS 

Information is now available for Michigan Lutheran Seminary summer camps. You can 

visit www.mlsem.org/summercamps for details on dates, times, and prices. You can also register for camps as well. We 

will not be offering any overnight camps this year. Camps offered include: basketball, volleyball, football, and fine arts. 

            Registration is open and runs through midnight on May 23. Space at the camps will be limited due so social 

distancing requirements so don't wait until the last minute to register! Contact Michael Priebe at mdp@mlsem.org with 

any questions. 

  

 

NOTES from Huron Valley Lutheran High School (HVL) 

Join HVL’s Mailing List - Go to HVLHS.org and click on “Sign up for Newsletter” or call or email the school office 

at mail@hvlhs.org to be added. 

  

Upcoming Dates: 

May 21            Spring Concert 

June 06            Graduation 

 

HVL - International Student Host Family Opportunity 

HVL’s International Program is a unique ministry that allows us to share Jesus with young people all over the world.  We 

thank our host families this year who have opened their hearts and homes to help with this ministry. 

          We are now placing students with host families for the 2021-2022 school year and need more host families. Host 

families are asked to provide meals, transportation to/from school, and a room/bed.  The international student's natural 

family provides for all other needs (spending money, clothes, entertainment, etc.) 

          Host families receive a stipend each year to host an international student. (Amount varies between $550-

$800/month) Families would host the student from late August 2021 until the beginning of June 2022. 

          If you are interested in hosting a student, or if you would like more information, please contact Principal Matt Foley 

at 734-525-0160, extension 202, or the HVL international student coordinator, Debbie Purdue, at 734-377-5010, or 

at dpurdue@hvlhs.org at your earliest convenience. 

          We currently have an application for a student that we would love to find a host family for within the next few 

days.  His name is Zack, and he is from China.  He was enrolled at HVL as a freshman for the 2019-20 school year, but 

was unable to enroll for his sophomore year due to travel restrictions.  He would like to return to HVL for his Junior year 

2021-22.  If you or someone you know is interested in hosting Zack, please let us know as soon as possible.  Typically, we 

have a very short window to find a host family, so please let us know right away.  The stipend for hosting Zack would be 

$8000. 

          If you would like more information about this hosting opportunity or hosting an international student in general, 

please let us know. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Matt Foley 

mfoley@hvlhs.org  

https://hvlhs.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd214ccc28598ffeb3f0e406&id=d180df0988&e=fdbeb42f9e
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Gk1iGPNeIDOHmdHZxqbvyzJGQgPmhpbKcG84eF_Ax85NW2UmhKsNE3SonnJ7nM-fRC_fwdwbgez6MFXCTB-TpMdorryXEXmVaU30TCV6lWuTYPNx-lY4HbKSXEDWjaImvDGhBcrwCVT5MRNoYPaY37CkMN-ah3EKAs_Q6xHjEUobBUDGH7aeyMaYc6lVP36_xo8Q-xloJYoqokjcXiEGmPcBt2LUXzyOWrRTOYTpWHNC2dGlsyb6JYfByM2t75mOUJDcmlBBs0u5M6qY7I54KwBeuZTCWxRSf9jfxVbDDDROf1BdecOX7pnLKtjnmjt3ZIQBwfFpPmfPszLvgHDgZROIDOquuDv-HyzZdVz877WuHSLAaAGrSnKuSoWGOH7kFXwM52ds2s9NX8skME2sLz2lAhfACKLVd4vTCGmxRp0yO0m8dLEnlZiS1GX9lT1gCrVOyzqBLd3fVWeIYsZmNHd4ehixuLYqATsPsVD-bczSlou6GOhZdEMA9f0KDJuzRf6IBHIq-6XPhtwJLI2hgtdjUdJ6eqTgye2FsoTHLJDqbVUDAWE6Nfm1ZB6m0ceBYynBwu7kNcX5XpiN-lgHPnTBszOB48d42eIgIWgeTlYnrmpWPy3yDgZaIq-c7d0w36HNp5G8zPxZpqnEIhbCNFnmJONQl8ugWcbPnVieZqdb_QahVm9D58j3Ey5bsbi8F2MuAue8dKMiIw_GFfZ_GQbgm0S6RbAEKldYrUrA3dJUiX74esL_mQ==&c=5r4lUVaHjSsXsMn78jZdSE6Z0CWJnvnPYLEKw3qYwWKryERmUVvJFQ==&ch=slf3ruT7qSMXhCgfALsCvYnBKerF5A1J8JhjNFt2RZtkkcmbb-1PGQ==
mailto:mdp@mlsem.org
http://hvlhs.org/
mailto:mail@hvlhs.org
mailto:dpurdue@hvlhs.org
mailto:mfoley@hvlhs.org


Equipping members for personal witness 

Personal witnessing has always been important. But in our increasingly unchurched culture, it is more important 

than ever. In his book, You Found Me, author Rick Richardson reports that when unchurched people were asked “How 

effective would invitations to church be through the following methods?” 51% said an invite from friends would be very 

effective. Compare this to just 29% for an online video invite and 18% from a Facebook ad. In a survey conducted by the 

Barna Group in 2019, unchurched people were asked how they would like to explore faith. 30% said a casual one-on-one 

conversation was preferred–the highest percentage of any method. Compare this to just 5% who would prefer a tract and 

7% who would prefer to explore faith via video. These findings only confirm what we likely already know by intuition and 

experience–personal witnessing is the most important form of evangelism we need to be doing. 

The WELS Commission on Evangelism is dedicated to helping WELS members be more active and prepared to 

be personal witnesses of Jesus Christ. 

To this end, the Commission is releasing two new resources–Everyone Outreach and Let’s Go. 

Everyone Outreach is a culture-shaping program designed to help congregations build cultures of outreach so 

that it isn’t just something the pastor or evangelism committee does. It is what every member and every ministry is doing. 

The program consists of a two-day workshop hosted by the congregation where members discover how their current 

thought habits may be keeping them from participating in outreach. Following the workshop, resources are provided to 

assist members in creating new thought habits that will result in more outreach efforts. 

Let’s Go provides video-based personal witness training. It consists of seven lessons in which Christians are 

taught a simple, three-part process for sharing their faith—Love the unchurched people God has brought into their 

lives; Listen carefully to their cares, concerns, and questions; and Lead them to the gospel so that the Holy Spirit can 

change their hearts and lives. The lessons can be used in a large- or small-group Bible study setting or by an individual 

Christian. 

In other words, the goal of Everyone Outreach is to create an aspiration for personal witnessing and the goal 

of Let’s Go is to create an affinity for personal witnessing. 

You can learn more about Everyone Outreach at everyoneoutreach.com. 

You can find the Let’s Go resources at welscongregationalservices.net/lets-go/. 

  
 
WELS RADIO HOUR broadcasts 10:30-11:30 AM, Sundays, out of Lola Park Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Redford. It airs on WLQV, AM 1500 and 92.7 FM. It is also simulcast on faithtalkdetroit.com and can be heard on 

the faithtalkdetroit phone app.  

 

WELS CHURCH LOCATOR - If you are traveling out of town or on vacation, you can visit www.wels.net and 

click Find a Church/School at the top of the page, to find a WELS Church near you. 

 

 

SHUT-INS - Please remember our shut-ins in your thoughts and prayers. 

Sylvia Campbell   1745 Wickhamn   Royal Oak, MI  48073 

Jim Hobley    6950 Farmington Road  West Bloomfield, MI  48322 

Margaretha Lester  935 Union Lake Road Apt. 218 White Lake Twp., MI  48386 

Elaine Patton        42600 Cherry Hill Road, Rm. 115   Canton, MI   48188 
Mary Zuehlke   29451 Halsted Road Apt. 118 Farmington Hills, MI  48331 

 

 

 

 
 

We encourage our members to utilize opportunities for Christian education, grounded in the Evangelical-Lutheran faith.  While 

we do not own and operate a school on our property, we are able to enroll our children at the following schools. 

 
St. Peter Lutheran School      St. Paul Lutheran School  Huron Valley Lutheran High School 

(Pre-K only)    (Pre-K through 8th grade)  (9th grade thru 12th grade) 

1343 Penniman Avenue   17810 Farmington Road  33740 Cowan Road 

Plymouth, MI   48170  Livonia, MI   48152  Westland, MI   48185 

(734) 421-9022    (734) 453-0460   (734) 525-0160 

www.splp.org   www.stpaulslivonia.org  www.hvlhs.org 

Becky Lohrmann, teacher   Mr. Paul Leifer, principal  Mr. Matt Foley, principal 

https://u2735450.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=NbfoMkUCuObsUzbEbtvyWxjm47YJXZyyjNpqQocLNC6G-2FVa4v5wUeZCaeNT8MacgkBXO_p-2FnuAYwuxmkq3JVYcCpTx7GUEhHVDqYoyRkdF-2BIBVDTNqbpm97qcZE7fR1Y6-2F1bjIUc4x9riFCHVo79lQ3KQywriEkxoHKNxphmXGslCKbDsL-2FepXcKkb0C9i5BZINbwydDQHek6Ie-2FXeaHR4ZF9atVFpb2BDykmzT2VNsBoLKTmXrQXuYURi6lJj7f4l646XkM9tbtynNsSJqNd1bBuba6zYqGi7KkK9uPtAWRlEtZU6n0JhiX4t0kuzmig57nM
https://u2735450.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=NbfoMkUCuObsUzbEbtvyWyhALQrhq71ZByBI1K6Ij3nv8Dlixead-2BeaKdbxXga3DPxGuj-2F87EhPV90kiAAtstA-3D-3DNB60_p-2FnuAYwuxmkq3JVYcCpTx7GUEhHVDqYoyRkdF-2BIBVDTNqbpm97qcZE7fR1Y6-2F1bjNsquuBZT48K8gOcorvvKcxwuqkd9rP7xjKA4-2BzXTSsuQxtLYDIJuEaEl4d0xWj1kmL2Fvq00Sm0xm-2BYoyaPw02NzEetb6U82WRt7UoCA1j-2FIDKQ2hggqUREl-2BfMZTIuySjsOaM6Tf8SUUUt1PMgo4C2sEWjQ84xIt3h5mzkLkZojD9FyOIqAXbQ59gzOauwR
http://www.wels.net/
http://www.splp.org/
http://www.stpaulslivonia.org/
http://www.hvlhs.org/

